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MINUTES 

 
 

 Members Present                Staff Present 
 Mayor B. Franklin                                                                             Carroll Williamson, Town Admin 
              Councilman E. Baughman                             Town Attorney 
            Councilman D. Brock                                                          

              Councilman S. Griffin                                                                                 
              Councilman R. McKenrick                                     
 
                                                                                                                             Staff Absent 
                                                                                     Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 
   
    
 
I.    CALL TO ORDER 

             
A. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Franklin called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  Five Council members were present, constituting a 
quorum.  
 

B. NOTIFICATION AND POSTING OF THE MEETING AGENDA 
 
Town Administrator Williamson confirmed the agenda was properly posted and the media notified. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Councilman Baughman made a Motion to approve the agenda. The Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Griffin.  All in favor; 5-0 
 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Councilman Griffin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

E. INVOCATION 
  

              The evening’s invocation was given by Councilman Griffin.    

F. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REMARKS 
 

Councilman Brock made the following remarks: 
• Thank you everyone for attending the meeting tonight both in person and online. 
• It was exciting to see snow in the Town of Blythewood over the weekend. 
• I would like to extend a congratulation to Chairman Overture Walker and Vice Chair Jessica Mackey 

of Richland County Council. 
• I would also like to wish Steve Hasterok a very happy birthday. 

 
             Councilman Baughman made the following remarks: 

•     Happy New Year everyone and hope you had a wonderful new year. 
•     I would also like to wish Steve Hasterok happy birthday.   

 
              Councilman Sloan Griffin made the following remarks: 

•     Thank you to everyone joining us live tonight and on YouTube. It is truly a blessing to be here before             
you tonight. It is truly a blessing to see a New Year. 
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• We had some beautiful snow over the weekend. It was a wonderful sight. 
• Please check the town’s website for upcoming programs and events. 
• Happy Birthday to Mr. Steve Hasterok. 

     
              Councilman McKenrick 

•    Thanks everyone for coming to tonight’s meeting as well as watching on YouTube. 
•    I look forward to a very productive year serving on Town Council. 
•    Happy Birthday Steve Hasterok. 
 

G. Mayor Franklin made the following remarks: 
•     Happy New Year to those of you whom I haven’t seen this year. I wish you prosperity and good will. 
• I would like to extend a personal welcome to the new Town Attorney Jenny DuPont 
• I would like to give a big hearty thanks to Steve Hasterok, Andrew Gajadhar for the audio visuals. I 

would like to personally compliment Councilman Sloan Griffin for his vision and initiative to pull this 
together and to bring us up to the standards of Richland County and other municipalities.  

 
 

H. Town Administrator’s Report 
 

• Town Council scheduled workshop to develop a budget for American Rescue Plan funds will be held 
Friday, January 28, 2022 at 9:00am. This meeting will be held at Doko Manor.  

• The Planning Commission met in January to recommend the approval of the Comprehensive Plan 
and is receiving the first reading by Town Council tonight. 

• The Board of Architectural Review (BAR) and The Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) met this month to 
elect officers. The BAR is continuing discussion on how to address lighting concerns in the Town. The 
BZA is seeking 3 additional members to fill vacant seats.  

 
I.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Councilman Brock made a Motion to approve the TC meeting minutes of December 15, 2021 as presented. 
The Motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 
 

 
II.   PUBLIC HEARING  
 

        A.   An Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Ordinance to Add a Definition for Window Signs 
 
        Mayor Franklin opened and closed public hearing. No one signed in to speak. 
 
 
III.   DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
A.    Introduction of Town Attorney 

 
Town Administrator Williamson introduced Ginny Dupont as the new Attorney for the Town of Blythewood. Ms. 
Dupont is an associate of Talley Law Firm in Spartanburg, SC. She attended the University of South Carolina and 
then attended Loyola University College of Law in New Orleans Louisiana. She has been regularly practicing law 
in both private and government practice since 2000.  
 
 

IV.   ACTION ITEMS 
 
     Citizens Testimony Regarding Action Items (As item is presented) 
 

A. Discussion and Approval of a Request to Waive Fees for Doko Meadows Park for Rotary Run- Ms. Stacie 
Weaver 

 
The Rotary Club of Blythewood will hold its Rotary Run on February 12, 2022.  Doko Meadows Park will be 
used for packet pickup on February 11 and as the start and finish of the race on February 12.  The Rotary Club 
paid $500 to rent Doko Meadows Park, but is requesting that as a form of sponsorship, that Town Council 
reimburse the Rotary Club for the cost of using Doko Meadows Park.   
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Councilman Griffin made a Motion to waive the fee and to provide funds in the form of a grant. The Motion 
was seconded by Councilman Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 

B. Discussion and Approval of the HTAX Final Report for Blythewood Artists Guild Holiday Market 
 

 
A. FY 2021. "Blythewood Artists Guild Holiday Market" 

 
a. Requesting organization/person: Bravo Blythewood/Blythewood Artists Guild, Anne Byrum 
b. Person submitting report: Ann Byrum 
c. Dates of event:  December 2-4,2021 
d. HTAX amount approved: $5,500 
e. Revenue: $7,235, Expenses: $9,207.13 
f. Amount of 20% HTAX awarded if approved is: $1,100,net Income if approved ($1,972.1 3) 
g. HTAX grant spent on: venue rental ($3,000), The Voice ($2,100), The Chronicle ($450) 

 
 

 Councilman Baughman made a Motion to approve the remaining 20% funding for the Blythewood Artists   
 Guild Holiday Market. The Motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 

C. SECOND READING 
 
ORDINANCE 2021.015 Discussion and Approval of an Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Ordinance to Add a 
Definition for Window Signs (Section 155.427) 
 
Councilman Brock made a Motion to approve the second reading of Zoning Ordinance 2021.015. The 
Motion was seconded by Councilman Baughman. Motion passed with a vote of 4-1, with a no vote from 
Councilman Griffin. 
 
 

D. FIRST READING 
 
ORDINANCE 2022.001 Discussion and Approval of the Town of Blythewood Comprehensive Plan 2020-
2030 
 
The South Carolina Planning Enabling Act of 1994 defines the comprehensive plan adoption process for all 
jurisdictions in South Carolina. This is to ensure consistency with the public hearing and revision timeframes 
across all communities that have comprehensive plans. This consistency is important, as comprehensive 
plans provide local governments with the authority to establish and implement zoning, land development 
regulations, capital improvement programs, and development agreements. 

 
The comprehensive plan is the leading policy document and tool to help communities create a vision and 
guiding principles for decision-making for their town, directly informing decisions that we make as a 
community.  

 
The plan provides a policy framework consisting of goals, policies, and actions built upon the comments 
received from the stakeholder survey and public engagement process. This community-based plan will help 
to lay the foundation for future strategic planning, budgeting, and implementation efforts in the months and 
years to come. 

 
Comprehensive Plan Goals 

 
Population: (Goal 1) The Town of Blythewood will support the health, economic well-being, and quality of life 
for all residents, visitors, and businesses. 

 
Economic: (Goal 2) The Town of Blythewood will support a diverse and resilient local and regional economy. 
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Housing: (Goal 3) The Town of Blythewood will ensure an adequate and balanced supply of quality housing 
options are available and accessible to residents of all ages and incomes. 
 
Natural and Cultural Resources: (Goal 4) The Town of Blythewood will protect, preserve, and promote 
Blythewood’s natural and cultural resources. 
 
Transportation: (Goal 5) The Town of Blythewood will coordinate with partners to mitigate congestion, 
implement road improvements, and promote multi-modal connectivity. 
 
Community Facilities: (Goal 6) The Town of Blythewood will provide a high level of public services and 
infrastructure in an efficient, cost-effective, and respectful manner. 
 
Land Use: (Goal 7) The Town of Blythewood will coordinate with partners and neighboring jurisdictions to 
manage growth and preserve Blythewood’s small town, rural character. 
 
Resilience: (Goal 8) The Town of Blythewood will strengthen its ability to respond to and recover from 
natural hazards, economic downturns, and other community vulnerabilities. 
 
Recommendation 
 
On January 3, 2022, the Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend that Town Council adopt 
the Town of Blythewood Comprehensive Plan 2020-2030.  

 
Councilman Griffin made a Motion to approve the first reading of Comprehensive Plan Ordinance 2022.001. 
The Motion was seconded by Councilman Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 
 
 

E. FIRST READING 
 
ORDINANCE 2022.002 Discussion and Approval of An Ordinance to Revise the Town’s Business License 
Ordinance to Allow Discounts for Early Payment  
 
Issue 
 
Since 2005, The Town of Blythewood has offered a discount for early payment of the annual business 
license tax.  However, these discounts were not a part of the MASC Model Ordinance that was adopted on 
September 27, 2021 by the Town.  This amendment inserts the same language into the newly adopted 
ordinance so that the Town will continue to offer these discounts to its businesses. 
 
Discussion 
 
Section 110.004 (A)(2) of the Town’s previous business license ordinance, first adopted in 2005, states  
(2) Discounts.  
(a) The required license fee will be reduced ten percent for license fees paid in the month of January.  
(b) The required fee will be reduced five percent for license fees paid in the month of February. 
 
This proposed amendment to the current business license adds this language back into the Business 
Regulations section of the Town’s current ordinance. 
 
Because this was not intentionally withheld during the repeal and replacement process of adopting the 
model ordinance, the Town is currently honoring the discount for all businesses who obtain their 2022 
business license in January and February. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that Town Council approve the First Reading of Ordinance 2022.002 an Ordinance 
to Revise the Town’s Business License Ordinance to Allow Discounts for Early Payment. 
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Councilman Griffin made a Motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2022.002. The Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 
 

F. Discussion and Approval of the 5-Year Update to the Employee Handbook 
 

The Town of Blythewood has its insurance (workers compensation, property and casualty coverage) with 
two programs managed by the Municipal Association of South Carolina( (MASC).  The South Carolina 
Municipal Insurance Risk Fund (SCMIRF) and the South Carolina Municipal Insurance Trust (SCMIT) 
recommend that all municipalities have a labor attorney review the employee handbook at least every five 
years.   

 
The current employee handbook was last updated in 2016.  MASC provides 10 free hours of legal counsel 
per year for every municipality.  As part of this service, labor attorney Kevin Sturm, recommended by 
MASC, reviewed the Town’s employee handbook in September 2021 and made recommended changes 
to ensure that the Town was compliant with federal, state and local laws.   

 
The revised employee handbook is attached.   

 

Councilman Baughman made a Motion to approve 5-year update to the Employee Handbook. The Motion 
was seconded by Councilman Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 
 
   

V.   OPEN CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
      Chris Keefer gave an update on public meeting activities in the area of Richland County surrounding       
      Blythewood. 
 
 
VI.   EXECUTIVE SESSION- Per SC Section 30-4-70 
 

 
A. Receipt of legal advice subject to attorney-client privilege regarding claims and potential claims by and  

against the Town. 
 

B. Receipt of legal advice subject to attorney-client privilege regarding Town Council Rules of     
       Procedure. 
 
C.   Discussion of personnel matter(s) pursuant to South Carolina Code of Laws § 30-4-70(a)(1)-              
     Town Administrator Annual Evaluation 

 
Councilman Baughman made a Motion to go into executive session at 7:00 pm. The Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Griffin. All in favor; 5-0  

 
 

VII.   RECONVENE 
 

Councilman Brock made a Motion to come out of executive session at 7:22 pm. The Motion was seconded    
by Councilman Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

 
No action was taken in executive session. 

 
 

VIII.   POSSIBLE ACTIONS BY COUNCIL IN FOLLOW UP TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
           No action taken 
 
 
IX.     ADJOURNMENT 
  
         Councilman Griffin made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 pm. The Motion was seconded by              
         Councilman Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 
  

---------------------------------------------- 
Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 

           Melissa Cowan


